
Am Haskalah Dues and Contributions for 2009-2010 
Worksheet (Do not return this sheet) 

 
Dear Members, 
 
As we head into the year 5770 and into the 4th decade of Am Haskalah’s existence, we have a great year 
to look forward to: a talented new rabbi, a renewed focus on adult education, and continued growth.  
Your annual dues and contributions are an essential part of this future. When you pay dues, you help 
renew the covenant of the Congregation with its members to provide a dynamic Reconstructionist 
Jewish community in the Lehigh Valley. Whether you participate in many activities or only a few, your 
dues are essential to support the existence of the Congregation. 
 
Am Haskalah’s membership dues are based on income, rather than a fixed rate. This has generated some 
confusion in the first year, so we have revised this worksheet to help you. We recognize the essential 
privacy of your personal finances and we never ask you to send any personal information to us, 
including this worksheet. Use this sheet to determine a payment that is sustainable for you and then file 
it for your own records. Please return only the second sheet to the Treasurer. 
 
Associate members (if you are a full member of another synagogue), please note that your dues remain 
$400 and you do not need to complete the worksheet. Additional contributions are always welcome. 
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 610-533-6677 or 610-821-1114. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David L. Smith, President 
 
STEP 1. Determine your household income: 
 
If you are not sure how to determine your income, you can use the adjusted gross income from last 
year’s tax return. If you have high expenses due to elder- or child-care, medical, or other needs, then  
reduce your income as needed.  
 
EXAMPLE: A couple makes $65,000 combined gross income, but are paying $15,000 per year toward 
elder care expenses. They decide that $10,000 of this is an extraordinary expense that they need to 
remove from their income. They would fill out the worksheet as below. 
 
Gross income  ....................... ___$65,000_______ 
Adjustments:  ........................ -__$10,000____________ 

Adjusted income ................... =__$55,000_____________ 
 
 
Now use this method to calculate your own family or personal household income 
 
Write you adjusted gross income (from tax return) here  ............................ _____________________ 
Subtract the amount of any adjustments due to high expenses:  .................. -____________________ 

Write the result (your self-determined household income) here .................. =____________________ 



STEP 2. Your dues rate 
 
Using the chart below, find your self-determined household income and determine the dues rate 
percentage and the number to multiply by: 
 
EXAMPLE 
 
For our example family they would find the line containing $55,000. Their rate would be 1.25% and 
they would need to multiply their income by .0125. 
 

Household Income  Dues Rate 
Percentage 

Multiply by 

Less than 50,000 1.00% .010 
50,000 to 74,999 1.25% .0125 
75,000 to 99,999 1.50% .015 
100,000 to 124,999 1.50% .015 
125,000 to 149,999 1.75% .0175 
150,000 to 174,999 1.75% .0175 
Over 175,000 2.00% .02 

 
Use the table below to find your rate 
 

Household Income  Dues Rate 
Percentage 

Multiply by 

Less than 50,000 1.00% .010 
50,000 to 74,999 1.25% .0125 
75,000 to 99,999 1.50% .015 
100,000 to 124,999 1.50% .015 
125,000 to 149,999 1.75% .0175 
150,000 to 174,999 1.75% .0175 
Over 175,000 2.00% .02 

 
 
STEP 3. Your dues 
 
Multiply your household income from step 1 by the percentage identified in step 2. 
 
EXAMPLE:  Our example family determined their household income to be $55,000 and their rate to be 
.0125.  Their dues would be $687.50. 
 
$__55,000________ X  0.0125__ = $_687.50___ 
 
Now do this for your income and rate to find your dues. 
 
$_____________________ X  ________ = $___________ 

Household income      X Dues Rate =  DUES   
 

Please copy only the DUES amount onto the next page to return to the treasurer.  Please retain this page 
for your records, or dispose of it as you see fit.  Shredding and then composting it provides maximum 
data security and environmental benefit.   



Am Haskalah Dues and Financial Commitment 2009-2010 
Please return by August 14 or ASAP. 

 
Please return this form to Izzy Studzienko, Treasurer, 911 Hawthorn Road, Allentown PA, 18103-4677 
If you have any questions, please call Izzy, 610-432-9039, or David Smith, President, 610-821-1114 
 
Member Name(s):______________________________________________________________ 
 
Membership Dues 

Dues commitment for 2009-2010 from worksheet ...................................... $_____________ 
 
Religious School Tuition 

Tuition for 2009-2010: $300 Sunday/ $200 Tuesday / $400 both. 
Discount for additional students from one family:  
10% for child 2, 15% for child 3 

 
Children’s names: __________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
  

Tuition commitment ................................................................................... $_____________ 
 

Additional contributions  
Please consider giving additional donations to support these congregational funds: 

Annual fund – general operating support .................................................... $_____________ 
Hospitality fund (for oneg shabbat and other meals) .................................. $_____________ 
Childcare fund............................................................................................ $_____________ 
Education fund (__Adult, __ Children, __ General) .................................... $_____________ 
Other (Specify: _________________________________________).......... $_____________ 
Rabbi’s discretionary fund ......................................................................... $_____________ 
 

To contribute to the Cedar Tree Capital Fund or the Olive Tree Endowment Fund, either directly or 
through planned giving, please contact the JFLV office at  610-821-5500 (JFLV manages these funds). 
 
TOTAL PLEDGE FOR 2009-2010 (total of dues, tuition and contributions) .... $_____________ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED ....................................................................................... $_____________ 
TOTAL REMAINING ..................................................................................... $_____________ 
I/We will pay the rest in (check one) 
 One payment (total remaining) ............................... $___________ 
 Two payments (divide the total remaining by 2) ..... $___________ 
 Three payments (divide the total remaining by 3) ... $___________ 
 Monthly (divide the total remaining by 10) ............ $___________ 

 
You may pay by check or by using the PayPal button on our website at http://www.amhaskalah.org/ 
 
By signing this I/we agree to pay the total amount pledged over the coming year. I/We understand that 
the Board of Trustees will make financial commitments based on this financial pledge.  I/We understand 
that Am Haskalah asks its members to review their pledge annually and to adjust it as needed, and that 
the pledge will stay in effect until I/we submit a new pledge form. 
 
  
Member’s name    date  Member’s name   date 


