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Dear Am Haskalah Families,  
 
We hope you all have had a wonderful summer, and enjoyed some moments of celebrating 
your Judaism -- Shabbat services, Jewish camping, etc.  
 
As you are no doubt aware by now, we sent out a letter a few weeks ago announcing that 
our director, Vicki Graff, decided to resign this year in order to spend more time with her 
son and in the community where she resides.  The Board and our Youth Education 
Committee are committed to making this time of transition as seamless as possible for our 
families, and most especially our children in the religious school, as we search for a new 
director. 
 
On the bright side, we recently hired a new teacher for our Aleph class.  Marcy Reichgott 
brings many years of experience in Jewish education and is a teacher known for her 
creativity and passion for education.  She joins our fabulous Barbara Hoffman, who is 
returning to teach the Bet class, to form an extremely strong teaching team. Religious school 
will officially begin on Sunday, September 18th and end on Sunday, May 6th   in our beautiful 
new home at Congregation Brith Shalom.  Please see the attached calendar for more details.  
 
A few religious school changes to be aware of, most of which were also noted in the letter 
you received earlier this summer: 

 

Sunday School 

Religious school will now meet once a week, on Sunday mornings.  This change, like any 

change, has its pros and cons, but all parties felt the advantages outweighed the 

disadvantages.  Having school on one day will allow us to reduce costs and to consolidate 

our educational days so that families don't need to travel to our new location during the 

week and during rush hour.   

Students learning Hebrew will meet from 9:00 am-10:00 am.  We will have two Hebrew 

classes, one for beginners (members of the Aleph class, generally in 3rd grade) and one for 

continuing students (the Bet class).  Following Hebrew lessons, all students (including 

children K-2) will meet from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm for regular Sunday School.  As in the past, 

we will begin with T’Filah Services (10:00-10:20).  After sharing Challah and Juice (10:20-

10:30), students will break into their Aleph and Bet classes for the curricular component 

(10:30-12:00). 

 

Shabbat Services 
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An important part of our curriculum is becoming familiar with the language and prayers of 

services.  On three occassions (11/20, 1/22, and 4/22), in lieu of Sunday School, students will 

be asked to attend kid-friendly Shabbat Services on Saturday.  We understand that it can be 

difficult for people from afar to come to Am Haskalah twice in one weekend, and hope that 

this arrangement will work well. 

 

Kehilla Days 

The Rabba is planning several "Kehilla" or community days to be held on Sunday mornings. 

 We are changing the name from "Family Ed" to "Kehilla" to reflect Am Haskalah's 

commitment to provide programs for the wider congregation and to fold our Religious 

School into this community.  In addition, we are planning to ask different congregation 

members to meet with our Hebrew School students from 9:00-10:00 before the Kehilla 

program, for a Hebrew language-based activity. 

 

Dubonim Update 

In our earlier letter we indicated that Dubonim would not be running this year.  However, 

in true Reconstructionist tradition, one of our parents, Rebecca Metzger, stepped up to the 

plate and has found enough families to make this work! Go Rebecca! If you have not been in 

touch with Rebecca and are interested, please contact her at rebecca_metzger@yahoo.com.  

 

Tuition 

We are balancing the need to cut Congregational costs with the knowledge that these are 

difficult economic times for families.  To this end, we have not raised tuition this year. 

 Instead, we are trying to creatively reduce our costs in a number of ways.  First, we have 

cut back on the number of sessions where paid teachers are present (substituting Shabbat 

services and moving to one day per week).  Second, we will have a note-card fundraiser, 

where families are expected to raise at least $18 per child.  Third, we are asking for a more 

defined commitment on the part of all of our families to make sure that we collect tuition in 

a timely manner, in order to keep our religious school running.  More on that is described in 

the paragraph below. 

This year’s tuition rates will be as follows: 

 Religious School – Sundays, 10 to noon - $350 per child 

 Both Hebrew and Religious School – Sundays 9 to noon - $475 per child 
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If one family sends more than one child, there is 10% off the tuition for the lesser amount for 

the 2nd (and 3rd) child. Tuition arrangements must be made before school begins – you can 

pay in full or create a payment plan.  

 

Tuition fees cover about two-thirds of the school budget, which is generously subsidized by 

the congregation.  In your dues letter for renewing your membership in Am Haskalah, 

which was sent earlier this summer, the dues for religious school were included in your 

overall calculation. 
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A Special Note about Tuition: 

 

In prior years, our collection of tuition was not always done rigorously; that is, payment 

plans tended to be nonspecific, and if families did not pay, often these losses were simply 

written off.  However, given how difficult our congregation’s finances are at this time, in 

order to continue, we will need to be more precise in our collection of tuition. To enroll in 

school this year, we are requiring each family to pay any outstanding school fees from last year, and 

to pay a $100 deposit before the start of school. This deposit will go fully toward tuition. 

 

 Please contact our treasurer, Izzy Studzienko, (izzy2@ptd.net, 610-392-3818) to make a specific 

payment plan if you have not done so already.  Finally, we ask that all payment plans result in 

payment in full by January 8, 2012.  

 

Please understand that it is our intention that no family ever be turned away due to 

financial constraints, and we are open to figuring out how to procure scholarships or partial 

scholarships for families who feel they cannot pay the full amount.  Please speak with our 

Rabba about scholarship opportunities. 

 

 

L’Shalom, 

 

Kristin Illick & Joanne Cohen-Katz, 

Co-Chairs 

Youth Education Committee 

 

  

mailto:izzy2@ptd.net
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Religious School Calendar 2011/2012 - 5772 

 

   

Date School Details Holidays/Events 

Kehilla 

Days Curriculum  

9/18       WELCOME  

9/25   Erev RH 9/28   RH/YK  

10/2   Erev YK 10/7   Bible Awareness/Exodus 1 EXODUS 

10/9 NO SCHOOL YK/Columbus Day      

10/16   Sukkot 10/12 x SUKKOT/SIMCHAT TORAH  

10/23   Simchat Torah 10/21   Exodus 2  

10/30       Exodus 3  

11/6       Exodus 4  

11/13     x INTERVIEW DAY  

11/20 NO SCHOOL Shabbat Service   Chayei Sarah  

11/27 NO SCHOOL Thanksgiving 11/24      

12/4       Exodus 5 OR Editing   

12/11     x HANUKAH  

12/18 NO SCHOOL Hanukah 12/20      

12/25 NO SCHOOL        

1/1 NO SCHOOL        

1/8 NO SCHOOL        

1/15 NO SCHOOL MLK Day 1/16      

1/22 NO SCHOOL Shabbat Service   Va'Era  

1/29       LC1 LIFE CYCLE 

2/5   Tu B'Shvat 2/8 x Tu B'Shvat  

2/12       LC2  

2/19 NO SCHOOL President's Day      

2/26       LC3  

3/4   Purim 3/7 x Purim  

3/11       LC4  

3/18       LC5  

3/25       Arts 1  

4/1   Pesach April 6 x Pesach  

4/8 NO SCHOOL Pesach      

4/15       Arts 2 ARTS 

4/22 NO SCHOOL Shabbat Service   Shmini  

4/29       Arts 3  

5/6   May 4 - School Shabbat   Arts 4  

      

    

      

9am Hebrew     

10am T'Filah     

10:20am Challah and juice    

10:30am-Noon Curriculum    
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Am Haskalah School Registration 2011-2012/5772 
Please email your form to : kristinillick@hotmail.com or mail to  232 E. Wall St., Bethlehem, PA  18018 

At least one parent and all students must be Am Haskalah members. Complete one form per child. 

 
Student sign up 

 

Name1:________________________________________ Grade_________Birthdate:______________ 

Name2:________________________________________ Grade_________Birthdate:______________ 

Name3:________________________________________ Grade_________Birthdate:______________ 

Parent Information 

 

Name1: __________________________________________ Home Phone:_______________________ 

Email:______________________________________________Cell Phone:_______________________ 

Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Name2: __________________________________________ Home Phone:_______________________ 

Email:______________________________________________Cell Phone:_______________________ 

Home Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

In the spirit of bal tashhit (do not destroy needlessly), communication will be primarily by email. 

Please note if you DO NOT have access to email. ____ 

Emergency Contact 

In case of emergency, parents will be contacted first. If unavailable, the school will call the emergency contact. 

Please list someone who lives in the Lehigh Valley. 

 

Name: ______________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

 

Parent Commitment 

We expect all parents to be involved in their child’s Jewish learning – please mark how you would like to 

volunteer (mark at least one, and as many as you like!): 

c Lead some Sunday morning Service 

c Lead a special project in class 

c Play guitar/accordion/other instrument 

for singing 

 

 

c Assist teachers or school director 

c Substitute teach 

c Other________________________

Tuition Commitment:  

Please send this in with your annual membership renewal letter. 

Note: $100 deposit per family ɬ to go fully toward tuition ɬ is due by 9/18/11, and payment 

plan must be completed no later than 1/8/12. 

mailto:kristinillick@hotmail.com
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Student Information : Please fill out one per student.  Several copies are enclosed for your 
use. 
 
English Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Hebrew Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Secular School:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Previous Jewish Education (if not at Am Haskalah):_______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sign Up For:      Sunday Religious School/Dubonim Weekday Hebrew School    Both 

 
This child _______may/_______may not be photographed or videoed for Am Haskalah 
Religious School Blog and/or promotional materials for the congregation.  
 
Please describe any special learning needs of which the school should be aware. 
 

 
 
 
 
Please describe any social/emotional challenges of which the school should be aware. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please list any food allergies, medications, or medical conditions of which the school should be 
aware. 
 
 
 
Please list any other conditions or circumstances of which the school should be aware. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Please list any special hobbies, talents, and interests your child has.  
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Sign Up For:      Sunday Religious School/Dubonim Weekday Hebrew School    Both 

 
This child _______may/_______may not be photographed or videoed for Am Haskalah 
Religious School Blog and/or prom otional materials for the congregation.  
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Please list any special hobbies, talents, and interests your child has.  
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 


